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That is perhaps Utopian. Its attainment at any rate
may take centuries of socialist education. Who dare deny
its possibility? What true democrat would deny its desir-
ability?

Let us, however, return to the Soviet socialism, which
at any rate is a necessary stage on the road to communism,
and which has made possible the new form of democracy
which is now embodied in the Stalinist Constitution of
1936.

The Stalinist Constitution has had predecessors and
differs from them. It makes no npology for the difference.
A constitution, in the Soviet Union, is not a static thing.
Society is not static. Society grows. A constitution suited
to the conditions of yesterday is inadequate for today.
Constitutions are not the strait-waistcoats of society. Con-
stitutions record the stages of a society's growth. They
may go even further than the mere recording, and, if based
upon a true reading of the laws of social development, may
speed the growth which leads to their own more speedy
supersession.

Thus the first Soviet Constitution of July roth, 1918,
served its day and made way for the second Constitution of
1924, based on the newly formed Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics.

The present Constitution is the third and best, and stands
in a worthy line with our own Magna Carta and the
democratic Constitutions of France and the United States.

This Soviet Charter of Rights guarantees to each citizen

The Right to Work

The Right to Rest

The Right to Education

The Right to Material Security in old age and sickness.

Nor are these substantial and comprehensive rights a
mere pious aspiration to be given effect only when circum-
stances conveniently permit. They are rights which
record facts, rather than adumbrate goals. And the
society which possesses them, and possesses also the land
and the means of production which make them possible,